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tinuing that work in the most efficient way in the celestial world It is 
claimed that the Gospel of John follows the rest of the New Testament: 
redemption is effected through a sacrificial act consummated upon the 
cross instead of through revelation in accordance with its Greek point 
of view. The influence of the mystery-religions upon the development 
of the idea of Christian salvation is regarded as negligible. If the main 
contention of the argument is valid, then St. Paul, by means of a single 
overworked passage in the third chapter of Romans, becomes instead 
of Jesus the sole authoritative source of the doctrine of reconciliation. 
Here and there the author's impatience toward views with which he 
is not in sympathy betrays him into an intolerant temper and into the 
substitution of preaching for exposition. Many concessions are, how- 
ever, made to the modern spirit and to the results of liberal scholarship, 
especially in favor of Ritschl. Here, as in the "Studies in Theology," 
one comes upon a not infrequent characteristic of Scottish theology: 
views diametrically opposed to one another are warmly advocated in 
various parts of the book, with no consciousness of their irreconcilable 
contradiction. 

All criticism aside, the work is one which embodies the results of 
wide research, deep insight, and rich first-hand experience of that which 
is so ardently reported; there are passages in it of great beauty and 
force; its description of sin and deliverance from it which is offered in 
the gospel will find response in many hearts. A pathetic interest 
attaches to this series of the Cunningham lectures in the fact that while 
Principal Denney had practically completed them by his own hand, he 
was prevented from delivering them by his illness and death. 

Clarence A. Beckwith 
Chicago Theological Seminary 
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If we really mean what we say when we talk so earnestly of democ- 
racy, there is a development ahead of us which will modify all of our 
institutions. We have only as yet attempted democracy in any serious 
way in the political sphere, and there is very much still to be done in 
that direction. We have made some beginnings of understanding the 
quality of a democratic family, but as yet great confusion prevails, so 
much so that sometimes the autocracy has simply been shifted to the 

1 A Social Theory of Religious Education. By George Albert Coe. New York : 
Scribner, 1917. xiii+361 pages. $1.50. 
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younger members of the family. Schools are experimenting with democ- 
racy in self-government and in the reorganization of the curriculum. 
In the industrial sphere we have scarcely dared to think democratically, 
so forbidding is the menace of Bolshevism. 

But philosophically and practically we are committed to the demo- 
cratic way of life. Things must give way to persons, and persons must 
live together in self-determining communities, and all life must be free. 
Democracy is far more than a scheme of politics. It is a social faith. 
It is a religious faith. Therefore it is inevitably an educational problem. 
The people who are going to create a democracy, if such is ever to be in 
the world, are the children who have grown up in democfatic institutions 
with an increasing understanding of the values of the democratic organi- 
zation of life. 

Coe has frankly met the issue in a book which puts religious educa- 
tion in the forefront of our national duty. He has adopted the modi- 
fication which many have wished to make of the great Hebrew phrase, 
"Kingdom of God," and has taken as a starting-point that religion is 
concerned with achieving in the world the democracy of God. The 
whole human problem is then for each person and each social group to 
have appropriate part in a free world-community animated by the 
spirit of love, which is the spirit of God. There can be no more vital 
religious concept than that of the ongoing divine enterprise for the 
achievement of a human community life. 

With this guiding theory Coe discusses the whole process of religious 
education. And the theory vindicates itself in every page of the dis- 
cussion. Education is interpreted in social terms. Religious faith is 
seen as a developing social experience. The curriculum is to be organized 
in such a way as to help the child to be an effective member of his society, 
entering as far as his experience permits into a consideration of the social 
problems of modern life. Sin is a social conception, and all instruction 
regarding sin and punishment for sin must be a process of "socializa- 
tion." The various institutions within which the child grows up — the 
family, the school, the state, the church — afford their largest opportunity 
of education by reason of the child's social relations within them. The 
whole process is a life-process, and whatever is not vital is out of place. 

It may easily be objected that the author has covered too much 
ground, especially as he has gone into the question of organization of 
religious education, including considerable discussion of curriculum, and 
has devoted a whole section of his book to the criticism of existing 
practices in the various types of Christian education. But it was neces- 
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sary to cover the whole field in order to make good his thesis that the 
entire process of religious education is to be socially conceived and car- 
ried out. 

There will be room for many volumes working out this principle 
in detail, but it will be difficult to add anything to this vigorous and 
scholarly statement of fundamental principles. How little this vital 
theory is understood and how much it needs to be understood may be 
evident from an examination of the practices of almost any of our 
churches. 

There are certain particularly valuable elements in this work. It 
makes accessible to students of religious education the serious objections 
which psychologists have found to the recapitulation theory, whose 
picturesqueness has led so many popular writers into somewhat grotesque 
representations of boy life. In opposition to those writers who have 
regarded adolescence as a complete break with childhood life Dewey has 
given a warning that adolescence is not another name for magic. So 
Coe argues for the genuineness of childhood religion and finds a con- 
tinuity between childhood and youth experience. This leads to a 
vigorous criticism of the theory that the sex impulse is the root of reli- 
gion and of social institutions. Whether the parental instinct will bear 
all that he puts upon it is a question that will need careful consideration. 

The author's classified bibliography is not a mere list of books, but 
is a careful presentation of the most significant works on various aspects 
of religious education. 

Theodore Gerald Soares 

University of Chicago 
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Brightman, E. S. The Sources of the Hexateuch, J, E, and P, in the Text of 

the American Standard Edition, According to the Consensus of Scholarship, 

edited with Introductions and Notes. New York: Abingdon Press, 1918. 

395 pages. $3.00. 

This will prove a very useful book. It presents the student with an apparatus 
nowhere else found in precisely this form. The text of J, E, and P, each in turn is 
printed in a continuous story. This makes it easy to read any one of the documents 
from first to last without interruption due to the intrusion of materials foreign to it. 
This is distinctly worth while, if J, E, and P are to represent anything specific and 
characteristic in the student's mind, for few will take the pains necessary to follow 
each of the sources through when they are interwoven, as in the Received Text. Nor is 
it sufficiently easy and attractive a task when the text is analyzed into parallel columns 
as in the Oxford Hexateuch, to say nothing of the high cost of the latter. The last 



